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òThe Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association is a network of Churches committed to evangelizing, teaching and 

ministering to our World.ó 

òThat if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, ôWhoever believes on Him will not be put to 
shame.õ  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who 
call upon Him.  For ôwhoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.õ  How then shall they call on 
Him in whom they have not believed?  And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?  
And how shall they hear without a preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written: 

ôHow beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, 

Who bring glad tiding of good things!õó  Romans 10:9-15 

 

Would you be willing to be the sent preacher in this New Year?  These scriptures are not referring to the pastor of 
your church but to the messenger that would be sent to share the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Would 
you be His messenger this year?  Will you be willing to look for open doors into Gospel conversations?  But you 
may ask, òWhat does that look like?ó  Well, since you asked.  Let me share two recent open doors to Gospel con-
versations that I have had with two young men in totally two different settings. 

 

The first Gospel conversation came on our recent disaster relief trip in Dresden, TN.  A young man showed up at 
the DR command center ready to volunteer with chainsaws and skid steer.  Might I add, òAnd he knew how to use 
them.ó  On the last day when it came time to go out for supper, we invited the young man to join us.  As we were 
sitting down at our table this is what the young man said, òOk, who has the knowledge?  I need the knowledge.  
Iõm like a sponge ready to receive the knowledge.ó 

 

Could there have been a clearer open door into a Gospel conversation?  One of the men pointed at me and said, 
òKirk has the knowledge.ó  So I ask the young man if he wanted to hear the greatest knowledge ever given to us 
by God.  He said yes and I proceeded with a simple Gospel presentation using Romans 6:23, òFor the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.ó  As I reached the end of presenting the Gospel I asked, 
òIs Jesus your Lord?ó  And the young man answered, òNo.ó  I asked, òWould you like for Jesus to be your Lord?ó  
And without hesitation the young man said, òYes!ó  Pray for this young man as I continue my conversation with 
him. 

 

The second open door to a Gospel conversation came during my recent Christmas vacation.  Yes, you can be a 
preacher (messenger) even while on vacation.  My family was enjoying a day of zip lining and adventure up and 
down (mostly down) a beautiful desert canyon.  The young men guiding us and attaching us to various zip lines, 
rope swings, tight ropes and rappels were very energetic and full of enthusiasm.  The acronym, YOLO (You Only 
Live Once) was being tossed around as we were assuming the risks of our chosen adventure.  As we arrived at the 
next platform to be clipped into the awaiting cable to zip line, our guide Jordan says, òI donõt say YOLO, I say 
YODO.  You Only Die Once.  Right?  Youõre born once, you die once?ó 
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Okay?  Here is the clear open door to plant the seed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Now keep in mind.  I 
had less than a minute to be the messenger of the Gospel before Jordan would be hurling me down the can-
yon by way of a zip line.  So, I quickly said, òJordan, actually it is; ôIf youõre born once, you die twice.  But if 
you are born twice, you only die once.õ  Have you heard of John 3:16?  Well, a few verses later it says that we 
must be born again.ó  Jordan thought for a minute before launching me into the canyon.  I pray the Gospel 
seed took hold, even in the seconds of this short conversation. 

 

So, what about you?  Are you armed with the Gospel seeds in order to be ready at any moment to take ad-
vantage of the open doors into a Gospel conversation this year?  Listen for the inquisitive opportunities that 
will come your way.  Be ready to be creative in the conversation bringing the focus to the simple Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Use the very words of the conversation to give illustration to the Gospel message.  And by all 
means, say something when the open door of a Gospel conversation presents itself! 

 

Hereõs to earning your òbeautiful feetó, 

 

Kirk 

Executive Council Meeting 

 

Monday, January 10, 6:00 p.m. 

Please send a messenger to represent 

your church at this meeting. 
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Full load of  used literature, over 

5000 pounds. 
Sorting and boxing literature. 

Sorting and boxing literature. 

We have 2 hours to finish pack-

ing the container. The empty container has ar-

rived. 

Praying for the packed con-

tainer as it will be shipped to 

Tanzania. 

Sunday  School material ready to be bundled. 
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Dresden, Tennessee Disaster Relief Teams Respondé. 

Our hosts for the week. 

Tornado damage in Dresden. Trampoline up in a tree. 

Tree splits house in half. Finished tarping this house with a 

metal roof.. 
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The steep roof  now has a tarp on it. Kirk Casey putting on the harness for 

the steep roof. 

Local volunteers praying together for 

Dresden. Before unloading trucks 

with donated goods 

Yovani Carrillo (local volunteer), Eric Martin and Dick Schroe-

der (FBC Fairfield Glade), Arlen Phillips and Bob Dockery  

(Tellico Plains), Rick Leonard (FFGFBC), Kirk Casey (CPBA 

DOM), Not pictured:  Doug Elders (FFGFBC), Donny Hedge-

coth (Bethlehem BC) and Kenneth Shields (Cumberland Fellow-

ship. 

Rick and Kirk tarping another roof. 

We completed close to 195 jobs by the end 

of  the week. 
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Christmas Comes to CPBA Churches 

Lantana Road Baptist Church 

Lantana Road Baptist Church Children Lantana Road Baptist Church 

Live Nativity. 

Central Baptist Church presents Sing Joy 

Fairfield Glade Baptist Church Triibute Quartet 
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Bethlehem Baptist Church presents Living Christmas Cards 


