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Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association

“The Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association is a network of Churches
committed to evangelizing, teaching and ministering to our World.”

| find it interesting to see how our Southern Baptist Convention is represented and reported on
after our annual meeting is held every June. As one thatis in attendance, in person, live at the
meetings it’s amazing to read headlines, hear news reports, and even see posts about the SBC and
must ask, “What in the world are they talking about.” Of course, the secular media will always put
their spin on everything, especially if it is sensational.

Lonnie Wilkey, the B&R editor writes: “Though our focus indeed is the Great Commission, the
secular world is likely to miss these headlines: ‘Service celebrates 83 new missionaries.” ‘Ezell
celebrates large baptism increases across the U.S.” ‘Thousands hear the gospel; many respond during
Crossover.””

Matt Cannon, DoM at Big Emory Baptist Association stated: “if you’re going to believe
everything you read, you should only read the Bible.” He continued, “l posted this on Facebook last
week after reading some of the headlines from news agencies covering the SBC annual meetingin
Indianapolis. As someone there, | can tell you many were “fake news.” The churches that make up the
SBC are still strong in their faithfulness to the Bible and belief that only Scripturally qualified men
should be pastors. We proved this again this year by overwhelmingly voting to deem a church in
Virginia not in friendly cooperation with the SBC due to having women pastors. This, in effect,
disfellowshipped them from the Southern Baptist Convention. We did this by adhering to the Baptist
Faith and Message 2000.”

Dr. Randy Davis, sharing comments from the TBMB Administrative Committee recent meeting
says: “The IMB appointment service, the Tennessee Baptist Dessert Fellowship, and the good work of
President Bart Barber were just a few of the items that were viewed very positively.

Concerns centered around secular media reporting regarding two issues: In Vitro Fertilization (IVF)
and the Law Amendment. Some headlines were misleading at best, untruthful at worst.

The non-binding resolution on In Vitro Fertilization did not condemn IVF as some outlets have
reported. It did raise some concerns that we do need to discuss, such as frozen embryos that are not
utilized. | would suggest reading the IFV resolution here:

On the Ethical Realities of Reproductive Technologies and the Dignity of the Human Embryo - SBC.net

Another major issue that has been misinterpreted by secular press is the failure of what is
commonly known as the Law Amendment concerning the role of pastors. That constitutional
amendment failed to get the required 2/3 vote for passage. Some secular press outlets reported
Southern Baptists affirmed women pastors by not passing this constitutional change. Absolutely
nothing could be further from the truth. It was demonstrated by not seating messengers from First
Baptist Church Alexandria, Virginia, who had stated that they have ordained women serving in
pastoral leadership roles, and they will call a woman as pastor if they choose. Over 90% of the
messengers voted to view this church “not in friendly cooperation with the SBC,” and therefore their
messengers were not recognized, “seated”.



https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/on-the-ethical-realities-of-reproductive-technologies-and-the-dignity-of-the-human-embryo/
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Let me close with some excerpts from an article that | found a few years ago by our new Executive
Committee President Dr. Jeff lorg. He lists eight perspectives that help maintain a positive perspective
on denominational involvement and leadership.

1. Recognize the denomination has always been and always will be an imperfect organization.
Remember the denomination exists as a means to serve others.
Remember the purpose of the denomination is missions.
Distinguish between the Southern Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist
denomination.
Refuse to idolize or demonize Southern Baptist leaders.
Accept the reality of mixed outcomes in denominational decisions and programs.
Trust governance processes will make the right decisions most of the time.
Accept some losses, prepare for public embarrassment, and refuse to react to the negative
ways we are portrayed.
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Several years ago, | vented my frustrations about the ineptness and dysfunction among Southern
Baptists to a veteran, loyal denominational leader. | told him | was ready to leave Southern Baptists. He
replied, “l agree with you.” | was shocked. He was a stalwart and for him to agree with me meant my
hopes were dashed. Then he asked, “So, where are we going?” He paused for a few seconds and then
continued, “Where are we going that has thousands of missionaries, hundreds of church plants, dozens
of colleges and seminaries, a publishing house and financial services provider, hospitals, camps and
conference centers, crisis pregnancy centers, and more than 40,000 mostly Bible-believing churches?
Where can we find all this without any of the negative that has upset you? So, where are we going?” We
looked at each other for a few seconds and | said, “l guess I’m staying.” He smiled and said, “Me too.” |
hope you will do the same.

Let me encourage you to read the entire article here:
A Positive Perspective on Denominational Involvement by Dr. Jeff lorg - Hawaii Pacific Baptist
Convention (hpbaptist.net)
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Zeing A Christian
doesn't change what

The devil is a believer,

but he is not a Christian.
Know the difference.

you deal with,
It changes How you
deal with it,



https://www.hpbaptist.net/denominational-perspective/
https://www.hpbaptist.net/denominational-perspective/
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Associational WMU Leaders and State Missions Advocates

Tuesday, July 30, 6:00-7:30 pm CST

For Associational WMU Missions Leaders and State Missions Advocates.

Seader

CONNECT

Global Hunger Sunday
August 25, 2024

Tennessee is one of the hungriest states in the country. Many
people in our communities do not have enough to eat or lack the
financial resources to buy adequate food for their households. On
this Global Hunger Sunday, as you give to the Global Hunger Relief
offering through the Tennessee Baptist Mission Board, you are
helping to provide food for hungry families in Tennessee, North

America, and around the world.
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Connection

Missions event for girls in grades 6-12
and their leaders

September 13-15

Tennessee Tech University BCM
(Cookeville, TN)

The weekend will be filled with missionary
speakers, Bible Study, discipleship
breakouts, worship, mission projects and
activities. Bring your girls to be encouraged
and challenged on how to live a life that is
VIBRANT, inside and out, to know God and
reflect Christ’s beautiful brightness to a
hurting world. Meet missionaries, get deep
into God’s Word, have fun together,
participate in a mission project, and choose
from a variety of breakout sessions to help
teenage girls live life God’s
Way...VIBRANT! Registration opens July 1
and closes September 1.

Learn More

WMU Christmas in August

Every year WMU and the North American
Mission Board partner to select missionaries
who will be featured in Christmas in August.

The missionaries provide a list of items they
need for ministry and outreach, and the lists
of requested items are posted online.

And then you — as an individual, family,
small group, missions group, or church —
select a missionary (or two or three) and
purchase and send the items to the
missionary.

Backpacks will be collected October 21-23 at
Oaklawn Baptist Church.

Learn More



http://www.tnbaptist.org/event/connection2024
https://www.tnbaptist.org/backpacks

Page 4

Weekday Early Education Conference
July 13 9:00am—4:30pm Hermitage Hills Baptist Church (Hermitage, TN)

This Weekday Early Education Conference is for directors and teachers of any part-time or full-time
preschool program. Valuable training is available for anyone working with preschoolers, regardless
of the type of program or curriculum used. The conference schedule provides six (6) hours of
approved professional development clock hours, approved through TrainTN.

Registration Fee | $75 per person

No refunds; however, the registration fee may be transferred to another member in your group.

Learn More
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INFORMATION
FOR BOYS

SPRINKLERS

9 3036 Genesis Road  Julv 20th 9am - 2pm
@ @

Central Baptist Church Full Time Media Director Position

If you would be interested in appl?ing for this position, please email your resumé to Rhonda
at r.andrews@cbccrossuville.org. If you prefer to drop off or mail (1346 South Main Street,
Crossville, TN 38555), please put your resumé in a sealed envelope with "Attention to Rhonda
Andrews".

After resumés are collected, the Worship Pastor will be in touch with you by phone to answer any
questions you may have, so please list your phone number on your resumé .

Candidates will be evaluated by the Personnel Team over the next couple of months as needed.


http://www.tnbaptist.org/event/weekday-early-education-conference/
mailto:r.andrews@cbccrossville.org

Page 5

Church Spotlights

Southwest Baptist Church

Located at 11178 Eastland Rd (Sparta, TN 38583)
Phone: 931-788-5581

Email: swbaptistchurchclerk@gmail.com
Website: (none)

Pastor: Andrew Lewis

Year Established: 2004

Ave Attendance in 2023: 17

Total Baptisms in 2023: 2

Service Times: Sunday 11am

Pleasant Hill Baptist Mission

Located at 721 E Main St (Pleasant Hill, TN 38578)
Phone: 931-260-7341

Email: amstrayer@gmail.com

Website: phillbaptist.com

Pastor: Adam Strayer

Year Established: 2013

Ave Attendance in 2023: 71

Total Baptisms in 2023: 7

Service Times: Sunday 10:30am, Wednesday 6pm

@
Cumberland Homesteads

Baptist Church

Located at 4427 Hwy 127 S (Crossville, TN 38572)
Phone: 931-484-5523

Email: homesteadsbc@gmail.com

Website: homesteadsbc.org

Pastor: Jared Moore

Year Established: 1937

Ave Attendance in 2023: 113

Total Baptisms in 2023: 3

Service Times: Sunday 10am, 6pm



mailto:amstrayer@gmail.com
phillbaptist.com
mailto:homesteadsbc@gmail.com
homesteadsbc.org
mailto:swbaptistchurchclerk@gmail.com
http://www.cbccrossville.org
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MENTAL HEALTH ¥
MISSIONFIELD § @

MOBILIZING THE CHURCH FOR HEALING 3
PIIDIDIIIIIIIIIII>> =
OCTOBER 12, 2024, 9AM-3PM

REGISTER NOW! : Annette 423-585-7163 ;
DOORS WILL OPEN AT 8AM : Martha 423-312-3383 g
$20 O Alpha Baptist Church B o ..__.'
REGISTRATION FEE . 245 St John's Rd, Morristown, TN 37814 ' R R R

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Dr. Heather Evans, LCSW
A Licensed Clinical Social Worker with over 20 years’ experience specializing in sexual trauma & sex
trafficking. She authored two books on complex trauma & post-traumatic growth in sex trafficking
~ survivors & is the creator of the Voices of Survivors Project. She is devoted to training & equipping service
~ providers, organizations, & communities in trauma informed care. She is Co-Founder of Valley Against
Sex Trafficking & fellow of Global Trauma Recovery Institute, traveling internationally to train trauma
healing caregivers. Heather also served on the SBC Sexual Abuse Task Force in 2021-2022 & as an advisor
to the SBC Abuse Reform Implementation Task Force in 2022-2024.

RESOURCE FAIR

) Rev. Chris Alford Bailey Baker, APRN, Con_nect with mental health providers,
% “Emotionally FNP-BC, PMHNP-BC therapls:s, and proftessmgfls. Consult WIt:‘Iy
Intelligent Living: . . organizations, private practices, communi
R 1k : . .
oy ABibl lcazld Moc}leffor ;X:;h ?Egp};‘iﬁfﬁi resources, and faith-based programs. Build
ITI gcnggﬁ?tﬁal léerimft‘ﬁ.’f’ Medication relationships, resources, & tools.
AND MANY
v MORE! SCAN FOR MORE
. P Full panel
P Dbme  Ee JaE
S "Pathways to Healing: “Healing Spaces:
the Intersection of Creating Safe
Addiction. the Brain. Trauma-Conscious
AR ’ Environments”
o & Spirituality
(+'a]

REGISTER NOW!!! SPACE IS LIMITED \\\\\k\
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Pray, then let
it go. Don’t try
- and manipulate or
force the outcome.
Just trust God to
open theright
“doors at the right
time. Amen.
July 2024 At-A-Glance Looking Ahead to August 2024
July 1 Pastors' Conference 10:30 AM Aug 5 Pastors' Conference 10:30 AM
Speaker: Scott White Speaker: TBA
July 4 INDEPENDENCE DAY—Closed Aug 7 Abbr. School Day CCS
July 9 Executive Council Mtg 2PM Aug 9 1st Full School Day CCS
July 15 Pastors' Conference 10:30 AM Aug 19 Pastors' Conference 10:30 AM
Speaker: Doug Elders Speaker: TBA
July 23 Support Staff Appreciation Luncheon
Pastors' Conferences are generally scheduled on the More information about many of our calendar events
1st and 3rd Mondays of each month. can be found on the EVENTS page of our website.

Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association

Office Hours: 291 Sparta Hwy Kirk Casey, Associational Missionary
Mon.-Thurs. PO Box 2508 cpbadom@gmail.com
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. Crossville, TN 38557 Cell: 931-787-6565

Phone: 931-484-1858 Libby DeMoss, Ministry Assistant

Fax: 931-484-0203 cpbadma@gmail.com

Web: www.cpbaptists.com



mailto:cpbadom@gmail.com
mailto:cpba4ma@gmail.com
http://www.cpbaptists.com
https://cpbaptists.com/events

