The Messenger — April 2025

Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association

“The Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association is a network of Churches
committed to evangelizing, teaching and ministering to our World.”

“"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this
with gentleness and respect.”" - 1 Peter 3:15

Central Baptist Church hosted Lee Strobel yesterday, and he met with a group of pastors. The following is the
encouragement that he gave us on the topic of evangelism styles. How we share the Gospel can look different for each
believer. What is your style of sharing the Gospel?

The first style is Direct Evangelism and is a bold and clear proclamation. Direct evangelism involves proclaiming the
Gospelin a clear, straightforward manner, often in one-on-one conversations. This style calls for a bold approach that
invites people to decide about Christ. It’s effective for people who need a clear invitation to respond to the Gospel. Direct
evangelism is often used in moments when people are ready for an immediate response. Speak with love and compassion
while being prepared to answer questions and present the message clearly.

The second style is Intellectual Evangelism that engages the mind. Intellectual evangelism appeals to the mind,
focusing on logical arguments, evidence, and the rational foundation of the Christian faith. This style is especially effective
for those who are skeptical or value critical thinking. It provides answers to doubts and engages the intellect, making it a
powerful tool for those seeking evidence and reason. Be patient, listen carefully, and engage in respectful dialogue to help
others understand the reasoning behind faith.

The third style is Testimonial Evangelism which shares personal stories. This style shares the message of Christ
through personal stories. By explaining how Jesus has transformed your life, you can connect with others on a deeper,
emotional level. Our personal testimonies are powerful tools that help others see the Gospel’s impactin real life. Personal
stories are relatable and can deeply touch others. People often respond to the authenticity of a lived experience. Be open
and honest, sharing both struggles and victories. Let your testimony point to God’s faithfulness.

The fourth style is Relational Evangelism which builds bridges through friendships. Relational evangelism focuses
on building trust and friendship over time. Rather than immediate results, it emphasizes the gradual sharing of the Gospel
through conversations and shared experiences. Paul models relational evangelism by sharing not just the message, but also
his life with others. Relationships create opportunities for natural, ongoing conversations about faith. People are more likely
to listen when they know you genuinely care. Be patient and invest in relationships. Let your life speak as you build trust and
open doors for deeper discussions about Christ.

The fifth style is Serving Evangelism by demonstrating Christ’s love through action. This style focuses on
demonstrating the love of Christ through acts of service, such as volunteering, helping others, or meeting tangible needs.
This style shows Christ’s love in action, providing a bridge to share the Gospel. People often respond to the love shown in
action, making it easier to share the Gospel once trust is established. Look for opportunities to serve others and be ready to
explain that your service is motivated by your faith in Christ.

The sixth style is Invitational Evangelism which extends an invitation to experience Christ. This style focuses on
inviting others to experience Christ through church services, events, or small group gatherings. It’s about creating a
welcoming environment for people to hear the Gospel.

Jesus invited His disciples to follow Him, demonstrating the power of invitation in bringing people into a deeper
relationship with God. Many people are hesitant to approach a church or spiritual community on their own. A personal
invitation provides a non-threatening way for others to experience the Gospel. Be warm and enthusiastic with your invitation.
Personal invites often carry more weight, so don’t hesitate to ask friends and family to join you.

Each of us has unique ways of sharing the Gospel. Some may feel drawn to direct evangelism, while others lean
toward relational, intellectual, or serving approaches. The key is to find the style that resonates with you and allows you to
share Christ authentically. Remember, no matter the method, it’s the Holy Spirit who empowers our efforts. By embracing
different evangelism styles, we trust that God will use our unique gifts to reach others with the message of His love.

Which style best fits your personality? Use your style to share Christ today,

Kirk



Easter Sunday is April 20, 2025.
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Fairfield Glade First Baptist Church

FAIRFIELD GLADE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN PARTNERSHIP WITH FAIRFIELD GLADE COMMUNITY CLUB
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FACE PAINTING &
EASTER CRAFT
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Easter Celebration & Egg Hunt
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Memorial Baptist Church

April 12th
Easter Egg Hunt

9:30 am

April 16th (Wednesday) 6pm
Children’s Easter Program

April 2oth

8:00 am  Worship

8:45 am Breakfast

9:30 am Sunday School

10:30 am  Easter Musical “It Is Finished”
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Oak Hill Baptist Church

April 2oth

Join us for a covered dish brunch in lieu of Sunday
School

g9am

Kids are invited to participate in the Easter egg
hunt.

Lantana Road Baptist Church

April 16th
Kid’s Easter Experience

6pm—8pm

The kids will walk through live scenes like The Lord’s
Last Supper, The Garden of Gethsemane, The Cross,
and the Empty Tomb. Plus they will enjoy doing a
keepsake craft and receive a goodie bag!

April 18th

Living Lasts Supper (A theatrical portrayal of the
Last Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ)

6pm

April 2oth 6am

Sunrise Service at Holiday Out RV Park Pavilion
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Spring Rallg dand Missions Fair
Specio\l Guest: Dr. Martg Shadoan

e Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, Columbia, TN Congk M
o VP of the Southern Baptist of Belize Convention %
Where: Central Baptist When: Sunday, April 27 a
@ Times: Fair @ 5:00pm @ Service @ 6:00 pm @ Fair continues 1 hour after rallj

Marty Shadoan grew up in Somerset, Kentucky. He was saved at 8 years
old and surrendered His life to vocational ministry late in high school. He
married Rebecca Bell of Chattanooga. They have 3 grown children and 5
grandchildren (with a sixth on the way). Marty received his undergraduate
degree in English Literature and Christian Ministry from Campbellsville
University, his Masters Degree in Christian Ministry at The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, and his Doctorate of Ministry degree in Church
Growth & Revitalization from the Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary. He has 23 years of pastoral experience at Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church (Somerset, Kentucky), First Baptist Church of Rockwood,
Tennessee, and First Baptist Church of Columbia, Tennessee. He has led
mission teams to various cities in the United States, as well as the
Philippines, Tanzania, Scotland, Ecuador, Guatemala, and Belize. He
currently serves as Vice President of the Southern Baptist of Belize
convention.

We are surrounded by gospel opportunities. It’s estimated there are 286 million lost people in North America. Reaching that
mission field is why we unite and generously give to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering every year.

Last year, our Southern Baptist family gave the highest Annie offering ever—$74.7 million. That outpouring of support went
to work immediately fueling the ministries of more than 3,000 missionary families as they plant churches, meet physical
needs, and share Christ with unreached people across the U.S. and Canada.

These missionaries have inspiring stories of how God is at work transforming lives from Provo, Utah, to Flint, Michigan, and
beyond. In this new giving season, | ask you to step into these

stories. You can find information at AnnieArmstrong.com A
that will help you do just that. Etter o STEP INTO THE

Offering’

Thank you for your faithful support and for your advocacy that is h S I OR i
> Z

leading many others to join this mission. Together, let’s step into
the story that God is writing right here in North America. ‘

Serving together,
Kevin Ezell, President
North American Mission Board


https://c4bPY04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/RD+113/c4bPY04/VWpHrb267Yg3W5rp7p_3q80zBW7zr5cm5r41PJN63y6nq3qn9gW7lCdLW6lZ3lxW6710Kq1y_1DBW3t-2_W6j57QmW5HjZbL78dBfmW5QXhvQ6rYqjRW7Cq5JB7wNxQQVQj4MW1smqg6W6zH5B-6lpxmnW4bT4BQ4yrRNNW15NYRl2GTfdmW8JlxPw30bm1yW38X6gj52DR
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SAVE THESE DATES! We are excited
to organize and present a conference for
Pastors, Leaders, and their Wives to be

SAVE THE DATES! 5/16/25 & 5/17/25!
PASTORS/LEADERS & WlVES CONFERENCE encouraged, refreshed, and challenged
with the que,stions: Whét is the church's

0“ KEEP THE FIRE legacy? What is my family's

legacy? What is my legacy? Lunch will
B U R N I N G be provided on Saturday!
Orshj . (Sponsored by the Stone Association,
PRESENTS im Cookeville, TN.)

L EAVI N G s .- Contact the CPBA office if you are

out interested in attending. We can forward
ives more information to you on Keynote
lwA cq Speakers, Breakout Session Leaders,
Proy; Schedule With Times, and a Registration

Who Is This Conference For: 'S_ Form.
e Pastors / Pastors’ Wives on

e Church Planters

o Elders/Deacons

e Ministry Leaders

When: 5/16 6pm-9pm & 5/17 8am-1pm

Where: Stevens Street Bapitst Church Fellowship Hall

Tennessee Baptist Mission Board
Weekday Early Education Conference

Save the Date! |

Saturday, July 12, 2025
9:00AM — 4:30PM Central Time

First Baptist Church Hendersonville

106 Bluegrass Commons Blvd.
"TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO: Hendersonville, TN 37075

EVEN WHEN ME 1S OLD HE WILL NOT DEPART FROM IT."
PROVERBS 226

Registration Fee:

This Weekday Early Education Conference is for
directors and teachers of any part-time or full-time
preschool program. Valuable training is available for
anyone working with preschoolers, regardless of the type
of program or curriculum used. The conference schedule
provides six (6) hours of approved professional
development clock hours, approved through TrainTN.

+ %65 per person if registered by June 2, 2025.
- %75 per person if registered after June 2, 2025,

Mo refunds after July 1, 2025, However, the registration fee
may be transferred to another member in your group.

Registration will be open beginning March 26, 2025,

For SCHEDULE CLICK HERE For HOTEL INSTRUCTIONS CLICK HERE
For SESSION TITLES CLICK HERE Carol Pratt, Coordinator cpratt@tnbaptist.org

POS“WON Memorial Baptist Church is seeking a part-time Youth Minister. For more information call Pastor
Scott Monday at 931-484-9278 or view the job description on Indeed.com.

4\/,4“‘43‘:@ Minister of Youth - Crossville, TN 38572 - Indeed.com
p: 4



https://t.e2ma.net/click/mu0ufy/yra2x1af/izl3umc
https://t.e2ma.net/click/mu0ufy/yra2x1af/ekn3umc
https://t.e2ma.net/click/mu0ufy/yra2x1af/yrm3umc
mailto:cpratt@tnbaptist.org?subject=Weekday%20Early%20Education%20Conference
https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?jk=af9f843452a5cc10&from=shareddesktop_copy
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COME AND JOIN US!

CELEBRATE AND DEDICATE
AT CAMP OZONE

Camp Ozone is having a community day on May 3rd to
celebrate 10 years of ministry! The gates will be open from
9:30AM-4:00PM (EST). Please join us and enjoy fun activities

for the family while learning more about the ministry that
takes place at camp, along with what we hope to see God

accomplish here in the future!
FREE CoMMuy
DAY L

GMF%SOSPEN CBM CAMP OZONE MAY
330-400 395 Ashburn Drive, 3RD
(EASTERN) Rockwood, TN 2025

S §_

At 130, there will be a speciol
dedication service in the place of the

future "Gathering Place” building! WAL A

BT

“NOTE: PLEASE BRING YOUR
OWN FISHING GEART
AN W38 220,

i

Camp Ozone Work Week: April 14-17

Register Here.
Lighthouse Christian Camp Work Week: May 5-8

Contact Kirk to register for LCC.


https://www.campozone.org/work-week/
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JOIN US FOR THE (98,9
OFF THE GRID WOMEN'’S HIKING TRIP
(o)

MISSIONS & MINISTRY LEADERS

VIRTUAL EVENT

WITH KRISTI MCLELLAND

NNEL A

3 > SCAN HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER:
APRIL 4-5, 2025
CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH | CROSSVILLE, TN ﬂ,a,, ahead for Mother's Day \
REGISTRATION COMING MARCH 1, 2025
REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.CBCCROSSVILLE.ORG May 11, 2025

; BENEFITTING
Womew s Event at MOTHER'S DAY OFFERING oy e BADTINT
Central Baptist |

(HILDREN") HOME}

@ L
Missions Get-Together
Make plans now to attend Missions Get-Together on April 4-5, 2025, at Dickson First Baptist Church.

Missions Get-Together is an annual event for women 18 years of age and older. During this event, women will
discover:

e  JOY connecting with state, national and international MISSIONS GET-TOGETHER
missionaries & hearing their stories!

e JOY experiencing spiritual growth through Biblical truth!

e  JOY considering new missions & ministry opportunities for
you and your church!

e  JOY uncovering fresh ideas & resources!

e  JOY gathering with mission-minded women from all
across Tennessee!

APRIL4-5 - FIRST BAPTIST DICKSON
DICKSON, TN

e JOY returning home inspired & empowered to connect, s

tell, disciple, lead, & serve!

The event features three General Sessions, five Breakout Sessions - (plus two bonus breakouts on Friday morning),
and a Missions & Ministry Fair with a WorldCrafts store and the annual Silent Auction!

Click here for a printable promotion flyer with event details - registration costs and deadlines, theme, schedule, etc.

Click here for lodging recommendations.


https://t.e2ma.net/click/91gnjo/t1ptwo/9l4ynyb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/91gnjo/t1ptwo/pe5ynyb
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Flooring Finished Completing the Remodel of
Redeemer Church in Broomfield, CO.

In Progress... After...

OUR MISSIONS GIVING |5g e emnessee
REACHING THE NATIOMNS.

T- c
» TEMMESSEE | BAPTIST CONVENTION (4@4411 %

Donor Name: Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association

Date Received:; Mar 15, 2025

Designation Amount
DR Disaster Relief : East TN Hurricane/Flooding - Arise & Build % 25.044.11

U woryy




We always have our largest load for
this Spring trip to Love Packages.

Tina Casey was a great help with
loading this large load for Love
Packages.
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Central Baptist Love Packages Trip March 10-11

EITY

l

We even had to put as many boxes as
would fit on the van.

We stopped and ate breakfast at the
Big Bad Breakfast Restaurant at the
Lodge Cast Iron Museum in South
Pittsburgh, TN.

Bob Cleeland and Billy Kemp.

FOR LIFE

BIBLE 5GUDR
FOR LIVE
ROV

ADULTS

BIBLE $GUDY
FOR: LIFE
SENIOR

Packing Christian books and Bibles are

Stephen Martin is assembling boxes to
be packed with literature, books, and
Bibles.

Doing some of the sit down work:
Sherry Hill, Phil Ciancio, Nancy Lind,
and Debi Ciancio.

Phil Hill is sorting Sunday School
quarterlies as Kirk Casey is binding
stacks of quarterlies.

Our team from Central Baptist Church:
Debi & Phil Ciancio, Billy Kemp, Nancy
Lind, Bob Cleeland, Phil & Sherry Hill,
Kirk Casey, and Stephen Martin



HELLO

- April
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®
God

1sn 't asking you to

He's asking
trust that He
already

figure it out.

ou to

has.

JER 29:11

® o

April 4 WMU Missions Get-Together,
Dickson
April 7 Pastors Conference
Speaker: TBA
April 8 Executive Council Meeting
April 14-17  Camp Ozone Work Week
April 18 GOOD FRIDAY
April 20 EASTER SUNDAY
April 21 Pastors Conference
Speaker: Bob Hallatt, Plateau
Missionary Baptist Church
April 27 Spring Worship Rally & Missions Fair,

Pastors' Conferences are generally scheduled on the

April 2025 At-A-Glance

Central Baptist

1st and 3rd Mondays of each month.

Looking Ahead to May 2025

May 5

May 5-8

May 11
May 19

May 21-23
May 23
May 26

More information about many of our calendar events
can be found on the EVENTS page of our website.

Pastors Conference
Speaker: Raymond Phillips, Crossville
First Baptist

Lighthouse Christian Camp Work
Week

MOTHER'S DAY

Pastors Conference

Speaker: Scott Johnson, Lantana
Road Baptist

State DOM Retreat

Last Full Day of School

MEMORIAL DAY— CLOSED

Office Hours:

Cumberland Plateau Baptist Association

Mon.-Thurs.

9:
Phone: 931-484-1858

Fax:

Web:

00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

931-484-0203
www.cpbaptists.com

291 Sparta Hwy

PO Box 2508
Crossville, TN 38557

Kirk Casey, Associational Missionary

Libby DeMoss, Ministry Assistant

cpbadom@gmail.com
Cell: 931-787-6565

cpbadma@gmail.com



mailto:cpbadom@gmail.com
mailto:cpba4ma@gmail.com
http://www.cpbaptists.com
https://cpbaptists.com/events

